a common etiology in which the immune system responds to self-antigens leading to damage or dysfunction of tissues. Biomarkers are those measurable substances in the body which associate with the intensity of a disease or other physiological states. Biomarkers can be used in many fields of clinical practice such as disease diagnosis, disease activity evaluation, and disease pathogenesis study. Biomarker research is a rapidly advancing area in autoimmune disease. A variety of researches on discovering new biomarkers including autoantibodies in autoimmune diseases have been conducted in recent years.
Based on this background, this special issue presents recent advances for new biomarkers in autoimmune diseases. From 17 submissions, 8 papers are published covering these autoimmune diseases including systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), lupus nephritis (LN), polymyositis, and ankylosing spondylitis (AS).
SLE is one of the classical autoimmune diseases characterized by a wide profile of autoantibodies. Z. Da et al. in their article "CXCL13 Promotes Proliferation of Mesangial Cells by Combination with CXCR5 in SLE" found CXCL13 was overexpressed in SLE especially in lupus nephritis patients, it promoted the proliferation of a human renal mesangial cell, and the effect was weakened after the silence of CXCR5. CXCL13-CXCR5 axis is suggested as a new therapeutic target in LN. These papers above represent some interesting, novel advance in a biomarker for autoimmune diseases. We hope this special issue would provide some new ideas for diagnosis and treatment.
